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shikov might perhaps have carried the Turkish lines by a coup     1853
de main before the Elchi's arrival; and the peremptoriness----
of the measure might have been excused on the ground of the JE<lm justice of several of the claims advanced by Russia, and by the precedent created by the very summary proceedings and success of Count Leiningen. But that moment was past: the real grievances had been repaired : nevertheless Nicholas selected this particular stage of the business to deliver more than usually peremptory orders to his representative, and Prince Menshikov, who must now have perceived clearly his blunder, was forced to send in the Note of 5 May. In this composition he acknowledges the receipt of the firmans granting all the original Russian demands concerning the Holy Places, but " having obtained so far no response to the third and most important point, which requires guarantees for the future, and having received the command to redouble his pressure in order to come to the immediate decision of the question which forms the chief object of the Emperor's solicitude, the ambassador finds himself under compulsion at once to address the Foreign Secretary and formulate his demands in the final limits of his instructions." He gave the Porte five days to decide, and threatened painful consequences in case of further delay. Enclosed with the Note was a Projet de Convention, which contained the old demand of Russia on behalf of the Greek Church, with the old effect of giving Russia the right of interference in the internal affairs of the Ottoman Empire. The Czar's ambassadoi changed the form of his requisition more than once, but from the first to the last Note the main point remained in all its unpleasant conspicuousness. What Lord Stratford thought of the Note of 5 May is expressed in the memorandum printed below. It should be explained that the bases referred to, as laid down by the Prince, were : (i) that the Orthodox religion, its clergy and property, should enjoy in future without diminution under the aegis of the Sultan the privileges and immunities which had been assured to them &b antiquo, and should share in any advantages granted to other Christian religions ; (2) that the new Holy Places' Firman should have the force of a formal engagement with thQ Russian Govern-